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a call to resist illegitimate authority

RANK & FILE RIGHTS

THE URBAN CRISIS

LIBERATION NEWS SER VICE

FRANCES FOX P/VEN

A recent Resist grant went to the Telephone Workers
Legal Defense Committee

The series of economic changes that ultimately helped
produce the current "urban fzscal crisis" began in
agriculture. Rapid mechanization and technological advances, changes stimulated by federal subsidies fand
loans, rapidly diminished the need for agricultural
workers in the period after World War II. At the same
time, federal supports for idle land aggravated the
creation of a labor surplus, while federal welfare policies gave the agricultural states license to refuse welfare
to the unemployed and thus to force the migration of
this surplus population to the urban north. The creation
of a huge labor surplus, and the deliberate use of
restrictive welfare policies that forced migration to the
northern cities were clearly not the result of market
laws. Rather they reflected federal policies working in
tandem with the interests of agribusiness and large-scale
planters. The result was that those who were no longer
needed in agriculture, many of them Black or Latin,
moved to the Northern cities.
Meanwhile, there were regional economic changes
that directly affected the economic base of these cities.
Labor intensive industries were leaving the urban north
for the south, a long-term movement beginning with the
shift of the New England textile industry in the 1920s.
But the persistence of that trend owes much to federal
policy. Until the 1960s, the federal govenment refused
to interfere in state policies in the South which enforced
a caste system that kept wage rates down. And the
federal Taft-Hartley law, passed in 1947, gave federal
protection to "right-to-work" laws favored by Southern states which effectively prevent unionization. The
results can be illustrated by looking at North Carolina,
a state which has attracted a good deal of intensive manufacturing industry. In 1976, the average industrial wage in North Carolina was $3.63 an hour, compared to the national average of nearly $5 .00 an hour.
Not surprisingly, North Carolina had the lowest percentage of unionized industrial labor in the United States.
Also not surprising, manufacturing jobs doubled in the
state in the past 25 years.
The relative growth of such capital intensive industries as defense, oil, aerospace and electronics owes
much to the stimulus of federal grants and contracts.
continued on page 4

Telephone workers in New York City are intensifying
efforts to overturn a court decision which could seriously restrict rank and file organizing for union democracy
and militancy.
The case involves Local 1101 of the Communication
Workers of America (CW A) representing 11,000 New
York City phone workers. And it also involves a legal
precedent which could have repercussions for workers
in other unions nationwide. For if the decision is not
overturned it will virtually eliminate the right of elected
shop stewards to voice disagreements with union policy.
Twenty-two rank and file phone workers are pursuing
a suit they filed against Local 1101 and are challenging a
January, 1978 court ruling which allowed the local to
remove shop steward David Newman who urged worker
activism at contract time.
As a CW A member since 1971 and shop steward (the
lowest union official) since 1975, Newman helped initiate a monthly newsletter at his building, the Broad
Street News, which encouraged more rank and file
participaton and control in the local. In the fall of 1976,
Newman wrote an article in his regular column, "Contract Talk," in which he criticized the leadership of the
local for stifling involvement and militancy through·
"too few meetings, a policy of no new business, no
discussions, no decision-making apparatus, no democracy, and no means of participation by the rank and
file."
Newman also argued for organizing the membership
to prepare to strike if their demands were not met in
upcoming contract negotiations. These demands were
incorporated in a series of resolutions approved by the
membership in his building and published in the same
issue of Broad Street News.
The resolutions emphasized the need for CW A to
reject the proposed contract unless Bell Telphone agreed
to a no lay-off clause or else a 32-hour week for 40
hours pay to save workers' jobs. In addition, the
membership advocated that the CW A mobilize its
workers to have lunch-hour rallies at various Bell
continued on page 2
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buildings to press for this demand. "If the union is not
organized," concluded Newman, "and if the rank and
file is not actively participating, any kind of contract
demands about job security will be just hot air, and you
better believe the company knows it. u
Immediately after the article appeared,' the local
leadership removed Newman from his steward position.
And local President Edward Dempsey announced categorically that while members could criticize the local, ·
any steward who did so would be removed from office
at once. After being denied access to internal union
appeals, Newman and 21 other members of Local 1101
filed suit against the local, arguing that the law protects
union representatives and members from being disciplined for expressing their views.
·
The members maintained in their suit that because of
the local's structure, rank and file members have to rely
on the steward to represent their views. By decertifying .
Newman, the plaintiffs argued, the union had also
violated the rights of the members in a way that would.
have a "chilling effect" · on other stewards and make
union members hesitant to speak out.
· ·
Throughout the case, Local 1101 officials attempted
to isolate the rights of the union steward from those of
the members. Stewards, argued the local officers, are to
give 100 percent support to every policy of !he local.-If
they fail to do so, the local has the absolute right to
remove the steward.
"This position," says Newman, "is clearly an attack·
on all union members, not just on stewards. It says that
workers can say anything they want, but · cannot elect
representatives who put forward their views."
The Federal court rejected the local's contention as
"absurd," issued an injunction against the local and
ordered Newman recertified. But Local ·1101 took that
case to the Federal Court of Appeals which overturned
the decision of the lower court.
The Appeals Court held that ''like any on-going
enterprise'' a union is a top-down organization and that
. a steward is simply "an agent of the local's management." And once again, Newman was decertified even
though he had been re-elected by the membership.
Presently, Newman is . seeking to establish through a
hearing that the purpose of the union's action is to
·suppress the free-speech rights of its members. With the
active help of other unionists in the U.S., Newman and
his rank and file supporters are still pursuing the case
and plan to take it to the Supreme Court if necessary . .

Newman's conflicts with the local date from his
participation in United Action, which also earned the
wrath ·or union higher-ups. Due to the effectiveness of
the union leadership's handling of dissidence, United
Action became · ineffective and was eventually disbanded.
"DIRE IMPLICATIONS"
The broad ruling handed down by the Appeals Court
in January is seen by the New York telephone workers ·
as a serious threat to the democratic rights of all trade
unionists. Prior to this decision, most Federal courts
have rules that union members do not surrender their
· free speech rights upon election to office.
· "In this· case," Newman points out, ·"the ·court has
gone further than ever before in giv_ing union bureaucrats the power to require total obedience from lowerlevel officials.
''The implications are clear. If this decision is allowed
to sta~d, it will be a victory for both the employers and
the union ·bureaucrats, and a setback not just for us in
the CW A, but . for all workers."·
Meanwhile, the CW A International has welcomed the
decision as a "major breakthrough," publicizing it
throughout the union in an obvious attempt to stifle
dissent. (CW A International has played a major role in
the international operations of the American Institute
for Free-Labor Development, AIFLD, which is virtually
co~trolled by the CIA.)
.
Newman told LNS that the legal department of the
International Brotherhood of Teamsters has prepared
an-internal memo on the case and sent it to its locals. At
least one Teamster. steward has already been threatened
with removal based on the court decision. In addition,
several elected stewards of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) local in Chicago
have been removed from office for opposing the reelection of incumbent local officials.
The rank and file opposition in Local 1101 is building
a campaign within the union as well as in other unions
to overturn the decision. For they see it as a significant
battle in a broader struggle to which they are committed, "the struggle for democratic, responsive and
militant unionism."
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The current rank and file efforts continue the work
of United Action, a progressive phone workers organization within the CWA.· United Action, founded in
1971, opposed the CW A leadership for doing nothing to
protect job security for the rank and file. Since 1973,
United Action estimated that 100,000 telephone workers
have been laid off, most of them women and thirdworld people. United Action also opposed other forms
of race and sex discrimination including the CWA's
campaign against affirmative action programs.

(For more informaton and to aid organizing, contaci
the Telephone Workers Legal Defense Committee, 410
Seventh St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11215, (212) 622-1365.)
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Prisoners in the Philippines, serving as a national
clearing house for information relating to political
detainees. The International Association of Filipino
Patriots is specifically designed to win world-wide support for the Philippine liberation movement.
·

THE PHILIPPINE
SUPPORT MOVEMENT
IN THE U.S.

The Anti-Martial Law Coalition and the Friends of
the Filipino People have cooperated to establish what is
known as the Congress Education Project in Washington, D.C. This office, and other groups, have brought
the violation of human rights in the Philippines under
Marcos to the attention of the U.S. government, legislative and executive. In 1977, as a resu·lt of such efforts,
the U.S. Congress made a symbolic cut of 8 percent in
U.S. military aid to the Philippines to show disapproval
of Marcos' repressive policies, and this. year the Congress believes an even more substantial cut is warranted.
In the coming year a new treaty between the U.S. and
the Philippine governments that provides for the continuation of U.S. military bases in the Philippines is .due to
come before the Senate. Most of the organizations
mentioned have expressed themselves in favor of the
withdrawal of U.S. bases from the Philippines for a
number of reasons: the support these bases give the
Marcos dictatorship, their role as launching pads for
U.S. military intervention in Vietnam, their infringement on Philippine sovereignty, etc. The Friends of the
Filipino People and the Anti-Martial Law Coalition
together with several church and peace groups are active
in support of a Committee to Remove U.S. bases from
the Philippines that is now being established.
Another issue that is drawing U.S. public attention to
the close connection between the Marcos dictatorship,
U.S. multi-nationals, and the repression of Filipino
freedom, is the proposed construction of a $1.1 billion
Westinghouse nuclear reactor in the Philippines. This
plant is to be located in an earthquake belt and in the
vicinity of a live volcano. The Union of Concerned
Scientists has found over 200 safety violations in the
plans for the reactor, but Marcos throws Filipinos who
speak out against it in jail, and his relative and close
associate Herminio Disini is reported to have received
an estimated $40 million as a commission from Westinghouse.
The Philippine support movement in the United
States produces much educational material. The Friends
of the Filipino People (110 Maryland Ave., N.E., Room
S04, Washington, D.C. 20002) publishes a bulletin and
numerous leaflets and brochures. It circulates two slide
shows, one on Philippine history and one on the military bases. The Anti-Martial Law Coalition (41-32 56th
St., Woodside, N.Y. 11377) has published two reports
on political detainees in the Philippines, including
Logistics of Repression, a study of U .S.-Philippine relations since martial law. The Union of Democratic Filipinos (P.O. Box 23644, Oakland, CA 94623) issues a
bi-weekly newspaper Ang Katipunan. The Association
of Filipino Patriots (P.O. Box 24737, Oakland, CA
94623) publishes the monthly Philippine Liberation
Courier.

BOONE SCHIRMER
[Editor's note: this is the second in a series of articles on
anti-imperialist support work in the U.S. The first, on
Chilean support work, appeared in the April, 1978 issue
of the newsletter. We would like to receive similar
articles on other anti-imperialist movements and organizations.]
One result of Ferdinand Marcos' establishment of a
military dictatorship in the Philippines in September
1972 was an increase both in U.S. corporate investment in the Philippines and in U.S. military and economic aid
to that country. Another result was a rapid proliferation
of organizations in the United States challenging Washington's support for the Marcos regime.
Reasons for this last include: evidence of resistance in
the Philippines to the Marcos dictatorship, a Filipino
community in the United States in which there are
strong democratic currents, the 80 year old colonial and
neo-colonial relationship between the two countries
(with its residue of religious and academic as well as
commercial and political connections), and U.S. exper- .
ience with dictator Thieu in South Vietnam.
A measure of the effectiveness of the Philippine
support movement in the United States is to be seen in
the fact that the Philippine dictator has recently felt
obliged to hire a U.S. public relations firm, Doremus &
Company, for three years at the cost of $1.8 million in
order to improve his image in this country, i.e., to offset
the effect of the anti-Marcos forces in the United States.
The organizations making up the Philippine support
movement fall into two categories - those that make
their appeal to the U.S. public at large and those that
direct their appeal mainly to the Filipino community
(600,000 strong) in the United States.
The Friends of the Filipino People is perhaps the most
prominent in the first category. It is an organization
with chapters in 17 U.S. cities seeking to democratize
U.S. ·policy towards the Philippines in order to avoid
another Vietnam, and supporting all those in the Philippines struggling for their country's true freedom and
independence. Another group with an orientation to the
U.S. public at large is the Church Coalition for Human
Rights in the Philippines, a committee of religious
leaders of various denominations.
Organizations of the second type are the Union of
Democratic Filipinos, whose aim is to win the Filipino
community in the United States to the struggle for social
justice and democracy, and the Anti-Martial Law Coalition (Philippines), a united front movement supported
by grass roots Anti-Martial Law Alliances in many cities
in the United States. A project of the Anti-Martial Law
Coalition is the National Resource Center for Political
3

Boone Schirmer is a member of Friends of the Filipino
People.

market. Rather these economic processes reflect the
very large role of the national government. And as
corporate and banking interests and federal policies
combine in the search for greater profit, city governments are left helpless. All they can do in the effort to
maintain their economic base and their tax base is to beg
and bribe the businesses and industries who have the
license to pick and choose among localities in their
choice of investment sites. In that process, the doctrine
of local sel_f-government turns into a mockery of itself,
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And their relative growth in the sunbelt owes much to
the "tilt" -in the pattern of such contracts toward the
South and Southwest. The overall result is that sunbelt
manufacturing jobs increased by only 6 percent in the .
1960s. Meanwhile, federal subsidies for public works
also poured into the South, with the result that during
. the same period, public service jobs in the Sunbelt
increased by 70 percent.

~~I
/""".,/
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for it is investors who are governing, and local government that is governed.
~

SUBURBANIZATION AND URBAN RENEWAL
At the same time, suburbanization was draining the ·
central city of its more affluent residents, of its commerce and industry. As the market economist_s tell this
tale, its explanation is quite simple. Everyone in. America wanted a little suburban house, and with the relative
affluence of the post World War II period, inany peop:le
could act on what they had always wanted. But American society is not so simple. We do not really know that .
this vast migration of people to the suburbs would have
occurred had income tax policies not made home-ownership advantageous, had FHA and VA mortgages not
provided the cheap long-term financing which made it
possible, and had federal highway grants, and water and
sewer grants, not subsidized the whole huge event of the
suburbanization of America. If suburban homeowners,
if industrial plants, if commercial establishments each
had to pay the true cost of suburban relocation, it is by
no means clear that this development would have taken
place.
Finally, the economic base of the cities was being
transformed by urban renewal. Presumably, federal
urban renewal programs were designed to improve the
urban tax base, even if that required the demolition of
the homes and neighborhoods of low income people.
But the evidence is now overwhelming that urban
renewal did nothing of the kind. Clearance programs
helped to destroy small businesses that employed people
on the one hand, while on the other hand increasing
long-term costs to the municipal treasury as a result of
new services committed to the renewed areas. And
urban renewal, of course, could not have happened had
the federal government not subsidized it.
In brief, declining revenues in the older cities are in a
sense the result of a declining economic base. But
conomic processes in our contemporary United States
do not operate according the "natural law" of a free

THE TRANSFORMATION OF CITY POLITICS
The population shifts are obvious. The people displaced from agriculture came to the cities, and those
who could take advantage of federal stimulants for
suburbanization left the cities. A massive shift in population of this kind is always taxing for the political
organization of a community or a society, for it means
new linkages have to be forged between the populace
and its leaders. Historically American cities have
adapted to this problem through practices made famous
by the big city machines which delivered enough friendship and favors to streams of immigrant newcomers to
· ensure their political allegiance. But by the post World
War II period, the old machines had themselves been
transformed. They had become bureaucratized, and
bureaucratization meant that the stakes in city politics
were much more firmly fixed than they had ever been
before. What older groups had gotten was now encoded
in bureaucratic regulations, and not easily redistributed
to help gain the allegiance of incoming migrants. The
result was that the Blacks and Latins who came to the
cities during this period were not integrated into the
urban political organizations, at the very same time that
changes in the economic base made their economic
absorption more difficult as well. The result was perhaps predictable; the new groups became politically
volatile. Thus, in the late 1950s, the Black vote became
insecure, and by the 1960s, Blacks were engaging in
marches and demonstrations and later riots. To deal
with this problem in the very heart of its urban base, the
national Democratic Party inaugurated a series of programs for the '' inner city''. The programs were called
mental health programs or model cities programs, but
their main significance was that people who were caus4

ing trouble got something. They got some jobs, some
services, ·some benefits.
But these new demands by newer groups in the city
helped to trigger demands by older groups with a large
stake in the city's programs. As a consequence, the
1960s also witnessed an unprecedented organization and
mobilization by municipal workers and construction
workers who also demanded more, and demanded more
with tactics far more militant than before. In the face of
trouble on all sides, mayors already weakened by population shifts gave in on all sides, and city budgets rose.
The result was that large popular gains were made in
the 1960s through municipal politics. The ghettos
gained jobs, often paraprofessional jobs, and they got
new services and welfare. The civil services increased in
numbers as Blacks and Latins were admitted and as
older civil service workers won demands for reduced
work loads. And civil service salaries and benefits
soared. The older forms of patronage also expanded as
beleaguered mayors tried to shore up their faltering
political fortunes by using the city payroll to support
their political organizations. And real estate interests always prominent in municipal politics - also gained.
In exchange for their usual campaign contributions to
shaky mayors, they received the subsidies and tax
concessions which make their huge profits on office and
luxury residential construction possib_le. All of this
meant skyrocketing municipal budgets, of course, but
the cities stayed afloat. They stayed afloat because so
long as cities were seething with trouble, the federal and
state grants-in-aid were made available.

about "market laws" to which cities must conform in
order to avoid the spector of municipal "death".
Shielded by these arguments, business and banking
interests have pushed through business oriented tax-reforms, emasculated regulatory controls including pollution controls, and forced increased public subsidies for
business. Meanwhile, popularly oriented services had to
be cut; welfare and medicaid programs were slashed,
senior citizen centers and drug abuse programs were
closed down, services to working and lower class neighborhoods were cut back, and public jobs were eliminated by the tens of thousands.
So far, this drive has been succeeding. The people of
the cities appear to have been rendered helpless. To a
considerable extent, they have been rendered helpless by
the prevalent definitions of their situation, by definitions that ascribe the fiscal crisis to inevitable market
imperatives and to spendthrift politicians; by definitions
which raise the fear that the older cities are dying, and
surely will die if people do not settle for less. Accordingly, whatever small-scale struggles have emerged have
been bounded by these definitions and popular groups
turn only on each other in their struggle to preserve
shares of a shrinking pie.
The lesson of the city crisis is that the fate of our cities
has not been inevitable; and their future is not inevitable
either. The future will not be forged by autonomous
economic processes. Rather it will be a future that, like
the past, will be forged by government policy, and by
dominant economic business and financial groups who
have so far used government policy to their advantage.
And it is not the "natural law" of the market place that
underlies the action of government, but another ki~d of
law, the law of political-economic power. The future of
the cities in the industrial belt depends on our ability to
pierce the definitions of the fiscal crisis that have
paralyzed us; to resist the cuts in our services and
facilities and jobs; and ultimately to exert the considerable force of an aroused people. Having recognized the
large role that government action has played in determining our fate, the question will be in whose interests
government will act in the future. And that in turn will
depend on how forcefully the people in cities push their
interests and demand their due, on the platforms, in the
polls, and in the streets.

THE "DEATH" OF THE CITIES
The cities of the industrial belt are changing. But they
are not dying. There are still large economic stakes in
the cities, stakes in real estate, in banking, in corporate
headquarters establishments and in all of the professional enterprises that service these corporate headquarters. The much-touted "death" of the cities, and the
fiscal crisis itself, can be viewed as a strategy by elites
which reflect these stakes and their determination to
preserve their own wealth while contributing as little as
possible to city dwellers.
By the 1970s, the turbulence of the previous decade
had subsided. The manufacturing economy in the cities
continued to erode, and to erode more rapidly as a
result of rising interest rates and the recession produced
by the Nixon-Ford economic policies. With a degree of
quiet restored to the cities, federal grants-in-aid were
cut, and redirected into revenue sharing. As a result, the
discrepancy in the cities between expenditures and
revenues widened. And this discrepancy in turn created
the opportunity for the mobilization of business groups
to deal with the so-called fiscal crisis. With "efficiency"
and "economy" as their rallying cry, business and
banking interests launched a drive to reorient the city's
budget toward the headquarters office functions which
by now dominated many of the older industrial cities.
The arguments they made were not arguments about
politics, although this was very much a political drive.
Rather the arguments were about economic imperatives,

This article is reprinted° from the summer issue of
Shelterforce, "a Publication for the National Housing
Movement." Shelterforce has published excellent

articles on housing, the tenants' movement, and city
politics. Subscriptions to Shelterforce cost $5 for 6
issues, and are available from 380 Main St., East
Orange, NJ 07018.
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challenge in the area where you live. I see changing the
way we live as a fundamental political priority. This
brings in issues like how we relate to children which is
much more than the problem of daycare.
I want to make it quite clear that I. am not cynical
about the possibilities of revolutionary organization,
it's much more that I am uncertain. I have no longer the
certainty that anybody has the solution and I am
offering my thoughts as a contribution to an ongoing
debate. There are no problems with organizing an
activist intervention, say in anti-racist work. But in the
long run there will be problems with the .inte~vention if .
we do not have a clear idea of how we see the relation of
our intervention to the society we want to build.
For instance, the ecology movement is a radical
critique of the whole capitalist system of production.
You can't just defend the right to work without saying
for what - for instance, you can't defend the right to
work in a nuclear plant. Also, car workers have to
question how many _cars are needed, how much energy
we need to use ..:_ since this determines what forms of
energy production we have to have.
Within our daily political activity, there must be time
for these fundamental discussions, for radical critiques
of our society. Too often in revolutionary organiza~
tions, there is a split between thinking and acting,
revolutionaries must not just be activists.

LOOKING BACK ON
MAY '68
DANY COHN-BENDIT

For many people, Dany Cohn-Bendit represents May
'68, a month in which France was shaken by a movement for change and revolution that brought millions of
students and workers into the streets. The following
interview was conducted. last May in England. CohnBendit now lives in Frankfurt, where he works on an
alternative newspaper and in a left-wing bookshop.

Interviewer: May '68 turned over French society but it
also turned over revolutionary theory and all our ideas
about how the revolution will come about in developed
capitalist countries.
Dany: From the point of view of revolutionary
theory, one of the most important things to come out of
May '68 was that there are movements that in a certain
time can be _yery radical (like the students were in '68)
and challenge the established order in a way that opens
up space for the class struggle. What 1968 has taught us
is that while the industrial working class is a _big force
for changing society, it is not the vanguard in the sense
traditionally understood by Leninists. This does not
mean that it is another social force like the students that
are the vanguard, 'but rather that there are no vanguards.
Today any organization ttiat wants revolutionary
change must be aware of the contradictions that exist

between the different movements. For example, take the
case of Lotta Continua [a ·left-wing organization in
Italy] - there the contradiction between the workers
and the women became explosive. The workers came
out with· the traditional theory that they are the center of
the class struggle; the women argued that they had their
own revolutionary role and logic that included fighting
against the workers. With the pressure of that contradiction, Lotta Continua disintegrated as an organization and now only remains as a newspaper and a
· current in the revolutionary movement. In the same
way, -the "spontis" in Germany represent a current, a
space on the revolutionary· left that cannot be filled in
an organisational sense.
·
It is·important to see these new movements that came
out of the late 1960s (movements of women, gays,
immigrant workers, ecologists etc.)- around their own
specific oppression - what I would call a <:ollective
subjectivity - on a collective basis.
At present I don't know how a revolutionary organization can cope with its traditional tasks and these new
movements. And there is another problem - this comes
from the insight that all personal problems have a
political dimension. For •me, the form revolutionary
organization takes can be an activist group, ·it can also
be a commune ~ the way you live can be a political

~iNDE5iRABLE5~
Int: You mentioned the relationship between the
personal and the political, this is now finally being taken
up by the revolutionary left in this country.
Dany: What we've seen in Germany is a very dangerous backlash of comrades whose response is a complete
turning away from politics. They are saying "I'm fed
up with politics, I just want to live my own.life." There
are also problems with working class militants who join
revolutionary groups: Many of them want to leave
behind the factories and the working class backgrounds
they are in .:__ but they are told by the groups that they
must remain in the workplaces as cadres. When we
worked arourid the Opel plant, many of the young
workers we came in contact with wanted to come and
live with us - we wanted to form workers' collectives.
The important point to make is that revolutionaries
have a different rhythm of struggle from the working
class. Take the case of internal vanguards, militants
who are a focal point of the struggle inside a workplace.
They have two links; one to the external militants of the
6

revolutionary organization and secondly to the working
class community they are part of. Often there is much
tension between what these two links expect of them revolutionary organizations only functions at the level
of political. logic.
Int: First in Germany with the RAF [Red Army
Fraction] and now in Italy with the Red Brigades, the
revolutionary leit has been forced to assess its relation
to terrorism. What's you position?
Dany: I agree with the position taken by Lotta
Continua of "Neither the State nor the Red Brigades."
I also think that it is very important to use· the current
period to develop a discussion on violence anl:i its role in
the revolutionary process. For me, there is a complete
difference between the use of spontaneous violence like
in Watts (when ·black people destroyed their ghettoes in
US cities) - these are signs of political disintegration of
society - and the· use of conscious, planned violence
like the Red Brigades. At the same; time, we must
develop our discussion on the state and what form the
"storming of the Winter Palace" will take in Westen~
European societies. I take it that o~e of the most
important tasks of the revolutionary l~ft is to alienate
people from the violence of the state. You see state
violence can only be used ilgainst a minority with the
support of the masses - it cannot be used against the
majority. Sc every political act we do must have the
effect of turning people away from the state. Political
acts that strengthen the bond between the masses and
the state work against the possibilities of revolutionary
change. The fact is that in modern societies there is a
great fear of violence _; working people experience it in
their everyday lives. Any revolutionary strategy must
take into consideration this fear of violence. For the
moment, I am very much in favor of non-violent actions
without wanting to make a theory out of it.
Traditionally the revolutionary left has refused to see
something like Moro's death from a moral point of
view; they would argue that it is purely a question of
strategy. But I would argue that there is such a thing as
revolutionary morality; if we are against the death
penalty then we are against it for everyone including
class enemies like Moro.
Int: I am not sure about your distinction between
spontaneous and planned violence. I think that what is
important is the relationship between the struggle and
· acts of violence - there must be an organic relationship. For instance, the destruction of cars at the AlfaRomeo factory [in Italy) were planned acts of violence,
but they can be supported from a revolutionary point of
view.
Dariy: Even so, violent actions like those that occurred at Alfa are linked to a vanguard conception of
politics. You have a process of delegation to the specialists of violence - this leads logically to delegation in
many other forms; I am opposed to all forms of
delegation in revolutionary politics.
When I ~lk about violent and non-viQlent actions,
this is not the same distinction as between legal and
illegal forms · of action; there are many times when
revolutionaries have to be illegal.

Int: It is often argued on the revolutionary left that
West Germany is a model for how the rest of Western
Europe will develop. Is there anything in this argument?
Dany: West Germany is a strong, authoritarian state,
but it is certainly not fascist. Because the opposition is
so weak, its· ruling class can realize the dreams of all
modern states. There is a strong atmosphere of McCarthyism in Germany today. There is a no-man's-land of
the law as far as political prisoners are concerned they are treated in a completely arbitrary way.
Int: It seems a bit of a paradox that someone like you
who has always fought for an anti-leadership concept of
politics, should constantly be seen as one of the historic
leaders of May '68. How do you experience this contradiction?
Dany: It can be oppressive, but I know how to use it.
We seem unable to carry forward a discussion on
leaders inside the revolutionary left. In fact, different
· comrades have different abilities, I have the ability to
formulate in a given situation what others are thinking.
. Our society gives too much credit to the abilities I have.
The Indians had a good solution to this problem. If
someone was better at hunting, they were nominated as
a leader during the hunt, but it did not give them any
power in other situations; they were only a hunting
expert. The correct way forward is not to say that we
don't have leaders (this is never true) but rather to
develop all comrade's potential and to sort out what
makes a leader. Our discussion on this subject is stuck in
a leader versus anti-authoritarianism rut.
This interview is reprinted-from the June 1978 issue of
Big Flame, a socialist newspaper published in England.

THE RESIST PLEDGE SYSTEM
The most important source of our income is monthly
pledges. Pledges help us to plan ahead by stabilizing
our monthly income. In addition to receiving the newsletter, pledges get a monthly reminder letter, containing
some news of recent grants. If you would like to learn
more, drop us a note. Or - take the plunge! - and fill
out the handy form below:

Yes, I would like lo be a Resisl pledge for

D $5/monlh

•

D $10/monlh

D _ _ _ (olher)

$50/monlh

D $25/monlh
D 1 would like to contribute $___ to Resist.

D I enclose my check for $___ •
Name
Streel
City
7

_ _ _ _ _ __ _tatc_ _ _ _ __Zip_ _

GRANTS
PEOPLE FOR CHOICE ON ABORTION AND STERILIZATION (161 Madison St., Hartford, CT 06106).

MADAME BINH GRAPHICS COLLECTIVE (P.O.
Box 343, Times Plaza Station, Brooklyn, NY 11217).

People for Choice was formed in late 1976 "to educate
ourselves and decide what kind of actions could be
taken on the issues of sterilization abuse and the increasing attacks on legal abortion in Connecticut."
Since then they have helped to organize two major
abortion rights rallies, and a "People's Public Hearing
on Sterilization Abuse." The focus of People for C~oice
is on the Third World communities of greater Hartford.
Resist's grant will help provide educational materials
and a slide show.

The Madame Binh Graphics Collective is "a group of
white women artists who are committed to the collective
creation and distribution of anti-imperialist art." They
make and distribute silkscreened posters on antiimperialist themes, and have participated in the painting
of a mural, now sadly destroyed, created and produced
by Black and Latin young people. Resist's grant is to
help buy supplies.
THE ANTHROPOLOGY RESOURCE CENTER (PO
Box 90, Cambridge, MA 02138).

SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL (924 Burnet' Ave.,
Syracuse, NY 13203).

The ARC was established in 1975 as the first publicinterest anthropology research organization in the U.S.
One of their goals has been to publicize the exploitation
of native peoples in the course of mineral exploration
·and mining. Two of their publications document the
effect of such activity on the Indians of the Amazon
Basin and the American West. Another part of their
work is a broad program of research and education on
social and economic issues in New England. Resist's
grant is to help ARC organize a "Public Interest Data
Center" to make their extensive files available and
accessible to community groups.

The Syracuse Peace Council has been working for peace
and social justice since 1936. During 1976 SPC gradually focused its program on the nuclear energy controversy. One outcome of their work was the publication of
a booklet, "Nuclear Power and its Alternatives," which
was used state-wide as an educational and organizing
tool. Four printings and 40,000 copies later, the booklet
is now being revised for a second edition. Resist's grant
will help with this publication.
THE BU EXPOSURE (20 Ashford St., Allston, MA
02134).

NEW YORK WORKERS' NEWS AND PERSPECTIVE (PO Box 240, Van Brunt Station, Brooklyn, NY
11215).

The exposure began its life as an alternative newspaper
for Boston University students. The paper was so
successful in providing a voice for students and exposing
the corrupt, autocratic rule of the university's administration that they have been thrown off campus. Now
establishing themselves as an alternative paper for the
larger community, the exposure used a Resist emergency
grant to help purchase a typesetting machine which will
be available to community groups.

The News and Perspective is an independent labor and
community newspaper published in Brooklyn. Their
paper "is founded on the idea that people involved in
local organizing would write about their projects, and
then distribute the paper to those with whom they work
or live." The most recent issue of the paper, for
example, includes articles on the attack on abortion
rights, an interview with a Puerto Rican activist, several
articles on community and city worker struggles, and an
interesting account of a worker's "life on the job" at a
Bayonne trucking te~minal. Resist's grant is for general
support.

THE PACIFIC STREET FILM COLLECTIVE (280
Clinton St., Brooklyn, NY 11201).
The Pacific St. Film Collective was formed in 1969 to
produce and distribute social documentary films. A
current project of the Collective is a series of films on
Anarchist thought and practice. Resist provided a grant
to help buy film stock for one part of this project, a
series of filmed interviews with surviving activists from
Freie Arbeiter Stimme (The Free Voice of Labor"),
which between its founding in 1890 and its demise last
fall was the Anarchist voice of Jewish immigrants,
particularly those in NY's clothing industry.

TELEPHONE WORKERS LEGAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE (410 Seventh St., Brooklyn, New York
11215).
The work of the Telephone Workers Legal Defense
Committee is described elsewhere in this newsletter.
Resist's grant is to help the Committee with fund
raising.
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